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         Commissioner Dowling's cover letter announces the Department's 1994
         Funding  Opportunities Request for Proposals (RFP).   This year the
         RFP  coordinated  by  the  Division  of  Services   and   Community
         Development  offers funding in the following four different program
         areas administered by the Department:

              o  Federal Children's Justice and Assistance Program
              o  Federal Disabled Infants Grant Program
              o  Family Violence Prevention and Services Program
              o  Home Visiting Program

         The  RFP, which  has  already  been  sent  out to your agency under
         separate  cover,   will  provide  specific  program   descriptions,
         eligibility    criteria  and  guidelines  for  applying  for  these
         grants.   Additional copies of the 1994 Funding  Opportunities  RFP
         have  been  sent  to  your  agency  for  local  distribution.   Any
         questions relating to the specific programs should be  directed  to
         the contact person listed in the RFP.

                                    ______________________
                                    Frank Puig
                                    Deputy Commissioner
                                    Division of Services and
                                    Community Development


