Transmttal No: 92 LCM 67
Date: April 21, 1992

Division: Famly & Children
Servi ces

TO Local District Comm ssioners
SUBJECT: Preventive/Foster Care Report

ATTACHVENTS: Families in the Child Wl fare System Foster Care and
Preventive Services in the N neties and Executive Summary
(not avail able on-Iline)

| am pl eased to send you the enclosed report: Fanmilies in the Child Welfare
System Foster Care and Preventive Services in the Nineties. This report
docunents the findings froma survey of randomy sel ected foster care and
preventive services cases opened in 1990.

The major findings of this study can be sumari zed in four statenents:

Subst ance abuse is having a nmmjor inpact on the foster care and
preventive services system

Famlies in both the foster care and preventive prograns are seriously
needy, with multiple and severe probl ens.

Traditional preventive services alone cannot neet the needs of these
nulti-problemfanilies.

Intervention is coming too late for many fanili es.

These findings reinforce the fact that we nust continue to inprove the
preventive efforts that are currently in place within New York State's child
wel fare system Moreover, we nust aggressively pursue effective |inkages
with other service systens to enable the delivery of a conprehensive
conti nuum of supportive care to our nost troubled famlies. It is also the
vi sion of the recomendati ons contained in this study that the future of New
York State famlies can be inproved through the devel opment of institutiona

supports available to famlies at all tines and not only in tinmes of crises.
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The Executive Sunmary provides excerpts and highlights from the ful
report. The conplete report contains detailed presentation and anal ysis of
the findings fromboth the foster care and preventive services sanples, and
discussion of the policy inplications leading to the recomendations
contained in this summary. |Informati on concerning the study nethodol ogy and
trends in foster care and preventive services populations is also presented
as i nportant background information.

| hope that this information will be useful in your efforts to serve New
York's children and fanili es. We invite your comments and consi deration of
the report findings and the reconmendations arising from our anal ysi s.
Pl ease contact the appropriate Regional Ofice of the Division of Famly and
Chi I dren Servi ces.

Metropolitan, Fred Cantlo, Dir.,[0fg010] 212-804-1202
Al bany, John O Connor, Dir.,[rof 015] 518-432-2751
Syracuse, Jack Klunmp, Dir.,[89w005] 315-428-3235
Rochester, Linda Kurtz, Dir.,[0fh010] 716-328-8200
Buf fal o, Linda Brown, Dir.,[89d421] 716-347-3145

Joseph Seni dei

Deputy Conmi ssi oner

Di vision of Family and
Chil dren Services



